AUTHENTICATED
U.S. GOVERNMENT
INFORMATION

GPO

§56.4911-6

§56.4911-6 Records of lobbying and
grass roots expenditures.

(a) Records of lobbying expenditures.
An electing public charity must keep a
record of its lobbying expenditures for
the taxable year. Lobbying expendi-
tures of which an organization must
keep a record include the following:

(1) Expenditures for grass roots lob-
bying, as described in paragraph (b) of
this section;

(2) Amounts directly paid or incurred
for direct lobbying, including payments
to another organization earmarked for
direct lobbying, fees and expenses paid
to individuals or organizations for di-
rect lobbying, and printing, mailing,
and other direct costs of reproducing
and distributing materials used in di-
rect lobbying;

(3) The portion of amounts paid or in-
curred as current or deferred com-
pensation for an employee’s services
for direct lobbying;

(4) Amounts paid for out-of-pocket
expenditures incurred on behalf of the
organization and for direct lobbying,
whether or not incurred by an em-
ployee;

(5) The allocable portion of adminis-
trative, overhead, and other general ex-
penditures attributable to direct lob-
bying;

(6) Expenditures for publications or
for communications with members to
the extent the expenditures are treated
as expenditures for direct lobbying
under §56.4911-5; and

(7) Expenditures for direct lobbying
of a controlled organization (within the
meaning of §56.4911-10(c)) to the extent
included by a controlling organization
(within the meaning of §56.4911-10(c))
in its lobbying expenditures.

(b) Records of grass roots expenditures.
An electing public charity must keep a
record of its grass roots expenditures
for the taxable year. Grass roots ex-
penditures of which an organization
must keep a record include the fol-
lowing:

(1) Amounts directly paid or incurred
for grass roots lobbying, including pay-
ments to other organizations ear-
marked for grass roots lobbying, fees
and expenses paid to individuals or or-
ganizations for grass roots lobbying,
and the printing, mailing, and other di-
rect costs of reproducing and distrib-
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uting materials used in grass roots lob-
bying;

(2) The portion of amounts paid or in-
curred as current or deferred com-
pensation for an employee’s services
for grass roots lobbying;

(3) Amounts paid for out-of-pocket
expenditures incurred on behalf of the
organization and for grass roots lob-
bying, whether or not incurred by an
employee;

(4) The allocable portion of adminis-
trative, overhead and other general ex-
penditures attributable to grass roots
lobbying;

(5) Expenditures for publication or
communications that are treated as ex-
penditures for grass roots lobbying
under §56.4911-5; and

(6) Expenditures for grass roots lob-
bying of a controlled organization
(within the meaning of §56.4911-10(c))
to the extent included by a controlling
organization (within the meaning of
§56.4911-10(c)) in its grass roots expend-
itures.

§56.4911-7 Affiliated group of organi-
zations.

(a) Affiliation between two organica-
tions. Sections 4911(f) (1) through (3)
contain a limited anti-abuse rule for
groups of affiliated organizations. In
general, the rule operates to prevent
numerous organizations from being
created for the purpose of avoiding the
sliding-scale percentage limitation on
an electing public charity’s lobbying
expenditures (as well as avoiding the
$1,000,000 cap on a single electing public
charity’s lobbying expenditures). This
is generally accomplished by treating
the members of an affiliated group as a
single organization for purposes of
measuring both lobbying expenditures
and permitted lobbying expenditures.
The anti-abuse rule is implemented by
this §56.4911-7 and §§56.4911-8 and
56.4911-9. This §56.4911-7 defines the
term ‘‘affiliated group of organiza-
tions” and defines the taxable year of
an affiliated group of organizations.
Section 56.4911-8 provides rules con-
cerning the exempt purpose expendi-
tures, lobbying expenditures and grass
roots expenditures of an affiliated
group of organizations, as well as rules
concerning the application of the ex-
cise tax imposed by section 4911(a) on
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